$hers.

S ]re[pmo[ was-known to the Romans as Scotm wﬁat is modern Scot[anaf was ca[[ea[

“Ancient Kingdom of the Scots”

The re[atﬁi?ﬁé between the peoples of Scotland and Ireland is an ancient one. It is
known_t around 8000 BC, during the Mesolithic or Middle Stone Age, settlers
arvived in North Antrim. This migration was part of the re-population of Furope
fo[[owmg the last Ice Age. The settlers, probably Scandinavian in origin, came from =
what we kRnow today as Scotland.

Alba. ana[ was home to the Picts. As a result of settlement on the west coast of Alba by -
the Scoti; the area became known as Scotia Minor. This distinction remained until the
Eleventh Century when there was a re-emergence of tlfle name Fire. Alba c[oumec[ the
name’ScotwL Land of the Scoti, to ltseg(

Da[rlac[a was named. for the c[an known as the Ddl Ridata whose origins were in tﬁe'

“Acoastal region ‘of north- east Antrim. The tribes -of this part of Iveland were
- generally Cruithin while Dal Riata weve Zijreann. This left them somewhat 150[ate ed

and subject to frequent raw[mg and attacks from other tribes. Alongside larger c[ans,
such as the U Neills of Ulster, the fDa[ Riata were.a re[atwe[y small force :

L

The ﬁounafanes of Dalriada are. ﬁa,r&[ to c[etermme omc[ proﬁaﬁ[y, as a result of

 skirmishes, changed frequently. At its [argest extent it ‘may have extended from the

estuary of the River Bann to the west, south a[ong the Antrim Coast to Glynn in

~ Islandmagee; what is well- documented; however, is that the core area of the Emgc[om

ran from the River Bush in the west, south to G[emfm/e[ T ﬁe most [Lﬁe[y site of the
capital of %Da[rww[a was Dunseverick in County ﬂntnm e

The orlgmﬁwf the Emgofom are fost in early /ilstory Tﬁe emf[iest sett[ement from :

_fDa[rlacfa in Treland to Scotland was probably in the. late Seconc[ Century when

Cairbre Riada, Son of Conary, King of Ireland, and grancfson of Con of the .’I—[unc[rea[
Battles, established a presence on the west coast of Alba. More tfwm Jour fmncfrea[
years later this was c[ocumentea[ By tﬁe Veneraﬁ[e Bea&e -

“In the course of time, Britain, Eeswfe‘S'fBrltons anc[ ?lctsffe’cewed a tﬁnfc[ nation, tﬁe/
Scoti, who, issuing from }[lﬁerma under. the leadership of fReua[a, : Securea[

themselves, either by friendship or by tﬁe sword, sett[e"\mt among tﬁe TL‘;{‘_\

the name of their commander tﬁey are, to this c[ay, ca[[ec[ Da[reua[ml

«~There were a number of settlements during tﬁe j—" ftﬁ and Sixth C’ehtunes"’ =tﬁé most 4
_ remarkable of these was in 503 or 506 AD wﬁen ‘the tﬁree sons of frc g—"e‘;fgus, ﬂlengus : N_‘
and Loarn, seized power in Scotland: The area they co[bmsea[ Suﬁsequent[y became =

known M Airrer gﬂeﬂz[ tﬁe ternto,u;

of tW Gae[ moo[ernvc[ay ﬂhsgy[[ Interestmg[y, '




“Two Aenguses anc[ the Two Loarns. What is more certain is tﬁat one of the £oarn5
gave his name to Lorne in Scotland. : ‘ : -~

It is said that f'ffergus Mac FErc obtained from his cousin, Murkertach, King of Erin,
the Lia f@fﬁn’ Stone of Destiny which he brought with him - this would secure
fm’ever the throne to a prince of Scotic blood. Later history tells us of its removal to ‘
Scone and suﬁsequent[y to Westminster Abbey - or was it? The Irish in the Twelfth =
Century' still believed that the stone was at Tara ear[y seat of the Htgﬁ Kings of
Ire[ano[ : . :

far[y m tﬁe Sixth Century, Cﬁrtstlamty was embraced throughout Ire[ana[ and
Scot[amg Saint Brigid or Bride, one of the most revered of Irish patron saints,
founo[ef a monastic settlement in Kildare. She was of noble birth, also claiming her
[ineage back to Con of the Hundred Battles. Saint Brigid died on 1 st February 525
AD. What is less well-Rnown is that Bride is also reverea[ in Scotland; it is said that
tﬁe Western IS[eS - ﬁeﬂjﬁ’rm@f are named after ﬁer &

* From the time j-”ergus fiad established a powerﬁase in Scot[oma[ the Irish Daﬁfww[a_

went into decline. There were constant squabbles with the Cruithin clans in Ulte?. Tr: =

the early part of the Sixth Century Fergus moved the capital of Dalriada to Dunadd %, 2

in Scotland dnd from this point forth, the Irish Dalriada was subservient to the' B

Scottish Emgo[om This was a source of frtctwn in ltsegr for there certam[y *remamec[
an Irish King of Dalriada after this time. R ‘

' Christianity was now firmly estaﬁ[tsﬁea[ and Saint Co[umba enters‘ our Story at this

point. jélgam of noble birth, he was said to have cliangec[ his. ortgma[ name Crimthian -

which means ‘The Fox' - to Colmn (Dove) when he déve[opea[ an interest in

Cﬁrlstwmmy He built many churches tﬁrougﬁout Ire[ancf and Scot['anaf anc[ tfus
'’ -ﬁe title, C’oﬂ%(’ 7/le, Colm The Church fBul[o[er -

It is said that Co[ms copying of the Cathachi (The Book of Tsa[ms) was tﬁe source of ‘
dispute over copyright. The dispute was the cause of one of 1 the greatest battles of the |
period, Cul Drermne in 563 AD. It is known tﬁat Colm’s ]960_]9[6 hired themselves as M
mercenaries to the Ui Neills. Some stories say that fo[[owmg the Batt[e, Colin was . k
filled with remorse and was intent on leaving Ireland ‘¢0 find an istand from wfuc

Ire[anc[ could not Ee seen”. Other accounts suggest he waﬂorcec[ mto ext[e >

In" any case, Colim. 1 went to Dunadd to seek . help from ﬁls cousin, Cona[f King
‘ Dalriada. It seems that through Colm’s anstocratyﬁ connections fLe was gndntea[ th
e fland of Jona where fie established Scot[and’ s most. mf[uentta[ cﬁw’cﬁ j—"r m this time. »
. Colm became a significant Ja[ayer in the po[imcs of Da[rmc[a, he may even have -
visited Bride, King of the Picts, to ensure an &taéiflsﬁec[ peéace wu‘ﬁ Da[rmc[a Desjotte o
his com%ntment not to return to Ire‘ an

and cﬁurcﬁ business. .

i
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 part of the Emga[om was pushing for total independence from Scotland. We read that

‘Colm’s entry to Dalriada was marked by an extremely unsett[ec[ period in tﬁe
kingdom’s history. The Picts had recently defeated Dalriada in battle and the Irish - -4

Cona[f waWeaE Ring anc[ that Colm was in fact the real power behind the throne. = S

m 575 AD a meeting was held at Ros-na-Ryg (Rossnaree, the peninsula of the King) in

Islandmagee, County Antrim. The then King of Dalriada, Aedan Mac Gabrdin, ‘=
submitted to Baetdn Mac Cairill of the Dal ﬁkzz‘pzcé King of Ulster. Colm had
undoubtedly exerted considerable influence over the accession of Aeddn as Ring to ‘

- sucéeed Conafl-But his diplomacy did not Jarefval[ the meeting at Ros-na-Rig did not |

settle the issues between Ireland and Scotland; and so, a great convention was called = =+
at Drum Cett in 590 AD. The most likely setting for Drum Cett is Drumahitt, south of
Ba[[yca:st[e in County Antrim - Ey 590 AD, Tara had been abandoned as the court of

tﬁe Trish rings.

T he. Convention of Drum Cett was attended by ﬂlecfﬁ Mac Ainmire, High King of

i_ Irveland, and Aedan Mac gabram, King of Dalviada in Scotland. There were also. .

large numbers ‘of ‘minor Rings and nobles and, of course, the clergy. There is, e 3
notably, no mention of an Ivish King of Dalviada. A number of issues were discussed:
including Aedh’s wish to expel what he saw as the mcreasmg[y arrogant cmo[
contentious Bards and Poets from Ireland - again Co[m intervened! On Dalriada, it

- was agreed that the King of Ire[ana[ cou[cf ca[[ on ltS mt[ttary Support wﬁen requtrec[

but that Aedan

would have the vight to raise taxes in ﬁls own kmgdom A c[oser a[ﬁance was a[so
forged with the Ui Neéills of Ulster. There is no. cfouﬁt tﬁat Co[m ]o[ayec[ an enormous
ro[e n tﬁe%ettlement at Drum Cett. 0 e il

Drum C@L-t‘*’%arkec[ the [ast major event of its kma[ in Ire[arw[ cma[ the agreement held
- for nearly forty years until Domnall Brecc, King of - Da[nacfa, rejecteo[ them. He sided
against the Ui Neill at the battle of Mayg Rotf: (Moira, County Down) in 637 AP,
Domnall found himself on the [osmg side anc[ ﬁencefortfi @a[rww[a distancea[ 1t5e[f
from politics in Ireland. v e e : o ?M

In later years Dalriada expanded from its Base in ﬂhfgyﬂ%t the- expense of the ’PlCtS/
and Brltons of Stratﬁc[yc[e T he Scots mf[uence over th e ¢ tribes of Nortﬁern Brltsﬁn

_Alpin, King of Dalriada.

-~ Jrom its first king, Fergus Mac Fre, Da[macfa estaﬁ[lsﬁeo[ tﬁe Efoodﬁnﬁ of suﬁsequent e

Scottish monarchs. Through the Stuarts, tﬁls ﬁzls contmuee[ to Suﬁsequent British kings .
and que%ns It is c[ear t/flat from /iu~ f |




